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Cuban pianist and composer Cecilia Arizti (1856-1930) had 
the great fortune of being born into a musical family.  Her 
father, Fernando Arizti, was a pianist and began educating 
Cecilia when she showed an interest in music as a child.  
Her talent for composition was apparent early and she 
wrote many works for piano and later published a manual 
of piano technique.  After performing as a concert pianist 
in Cuba and the United States, Arizti taught at the Conser-
vatory Peyrellade.  

Though she lived a tragically short life, 
Morfydd Llwyn Owen (1891-1918), was 
an accomplished pianist, mezzo-so-
prano, and composer.  Born in Wales 
to musical parents, Owen’s talents 
became evident when she was quite 
young, publishing her first work - a 
hymn tune - in 1909.  She studied 
at Cardiff University and the Royal 
Academy of Music, where she won 
numerous awards.  After her death, 
from complications after an emergen-
cy appendectomy, many of her 180 
works were published.  These includ-
ed works for chamber ensembles, solo 
voice, mixed choir, and orchestra.  

Norwegian pianist, music critic and composer, Borghild  
Holmsen (1865-1938) gained fame as she toured extensively 
in Europe and the United States as a concert pianist.  She 
studied extensively, first with Agathe Backer-Grøndahl in 
Oslo, then later with Carl Reinecke in Leipzig and Albert 
Becker in Berlin.  After ending her concert career Holmsen 
taught at the Bergen Music  
Conservatory and was a music critic. 

Czech composer and music publicist Julie Reisserová 
(1888-1938) composed prolifically as she traveled the world.  
Born in Prague, Reisserová had the great fortune to study 
composition with Josef Bohuslav Foerster, Albert Roussel, 
and Nadia Boulanger.  After marrying Czech diplomat Jan 
Reisser she moved to Switzerland, Belgrade, and Copenha-
gen, composing and writing for music magazines along the 
way.  Her works, which include pieces for orchestra, wom-
en’s choir, and solo piano, was performed in Paris, Geneva, 
Copenhagen, and  
Philadelphia during her lifetime.

Unfortunately little is known about 
Italian composer Maria Teresa Agnesi 
(1720-1795).  Born into a family of minor 
nobility, she received an excellent educa-
tion and demonstrated talent not only in 
composition, but also as a harpsichordist 
and singer.  Though there is record of 
several famous performances and nu-
merous works, few survive.  Her body of 
works included several operas and works 
for keyboard and voice. 
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