2017 Performance Grant Application

This document is meant to be used as a guide and worksheet. It is not the application form to be used for submission.

This grant application is due by Mar. 10 (Friday), at 11:59 PM EDT, 2017.  All submissions must be completed using the grant application form (not this worksheet).

Timeline

· January 20: Application form available.

· Mar. 10 (Friday), at 11:59 PM EDT: Completed application must be submitted online.

· March 31:  Applicants receive notification of their status.

· Checks are mailed to successful applicants within two weeks.

· Grants awarded in the spring 2017 cycle will be for performances from June 1, 2017 to Aug. 31, 2019 — the idea being to allow (and encourage) planning  two seasons ahead (even for summer festivals).

History  — and future!

WPA was founded in 2008, to carry on the legacy of The Women’s Philharmonic (1981-2004); and in particular to encourage orchestras to include more music composed by women in their programming. The first Performance Grants were offered in 2012. The Grants have been offered annually since 2014.  The grants will be offered twice annually beginning in 2017! The Fall 2017 timeline will be approximately:

· Aug. 7: Application form available.

· October 20 (Friday), at 11:59 PM EDT: Completed application must be submitted online.

· Nov. 20 (Mon.): Applicants receive notification of their status.

· Checks are mailed to successful applicants within two weeks.

· Grants awarded in the Fall 2017 Grant Cycle are for programming that will take place in the calendar years of 2018 or 2019.

Eligibility

ALL U.S. orchestras, including previous winners of the WPA Performance Grants, are welcome to apply.  Student and youth ensembles are particularly encouraged to apply. We are defining “orchestra” as an ensemble of 10 or more featuring bowed string instruments of the violin family  
Criteria for Selection
We are looking for a commitment to creative orchestral programming, expanding the canon and exploring new horizons, and offering educational components along with the concerts. It is suggested (but not required) to program two works by women. Also, we prefer that one of the two works be by a historic woman. Past and future commitment to programing of works by women is a plus, as is an understanding of the historic factors that were obstacles to the inclusion of works by women in the repertoire.

We encourage orchestras to consider creative and interactive ways to provide information about the music and the unique features of women’s lives to their audiences.  In the case of living composers, a visit by the composer herself with the audience and musicians is a valuable experience. Particularly for youth and student groups, information and educational events should be available to the musicians as well as to audiences.

We require a link to an audio clip/recording.  This is both to demonstrate the artistic ability of your ensemble and also to demonstrate your technical ability (your ability to put an audio file up on the web), which we hope will be used to publicize the work that your orchestra is doing in performing music by women.

We hope you will make information about the work by women that you perform available on your ensemble’s web site (with a audio as well), and leave it up beyond the performance season. This is a great way to generate “buzz” about your creative programming, and your ongoing commitment to recognizing women!

We reserve the right not to award all the available funds in the current grant cycle.

Performance Requirements
We ask orchestras receiving our grants to acknowledge us (including our logo and URL) in their program material and on their website. If possible, we would like to review a draft of the program notes on the relevant piece(s) in advance, since we can sometimes offer additional information.  Also we hope grant recipients will continue to program works by women in the future!

Getting Started

1. Preparation: Before entering information online, we recommend the following. 

· Review the above eligibility and funding criteria also on the Overview page.

· Use this worksheet to capture longer answers that require thought. Save the file frequently. This extra step will safeguard your valuable thinking in case of screen freeze. You can easily copy and paste the longer answers into the grant application when you are ready.

· Gather attachments and links in one place for easy retrieval and expedient data entry.

2. Sign Up: To begin the application process, please go to the Signup Page, http://www.wophil.org/grants/signup/. Upon submission, a confirmation screen will provide you with a private URL to be used to access the full grant application. You will also receive an email confirmation with this private URL. Please bookmark or save this URL. You need this URL to access and edit the grant application.

3. Edit the Grant Application: Fill in every required field (marked with asterisk) and relevant fields for Composition II if you have selected to include two compositions. Save the edits to the grant application by clicking Save (bottom of form). We recommend that you draft longer essay answers using the worksheet. Then paste your answers from the worksheet to the grant application.

4. Return to the Grant Application: To return to the grant application use the private URL sent as confirmation to your sign up. Information saved prior should be intact. If not, email support@wophil.org or text 781-480-3214.

5. Keep a Record: Ensure all asterisked fields are completed and the links and files you have included are correct. Print your grant application using the browser print feature.

6. Final Submission: When you are ready to submit, check the Final Submission box (bottom of form) and click Save again.
7. Completion Receipt:  One business day following the Final Submission, you will receive an email receipt of completion if the grant application meets completion criteria.  Confirmation is not automatic, we will go over your form and send a response within 24 hours.  If information is missing, the email will include a list of missing information with instructions on how to resubmit the grant application.

8. Notice of Award: If you are awarded a grant, you will receive notice of acceptance by email. A check and printed award letter will be mailed to the address provided in the grant application. If you are not awarded a grant, you will receive a notice of regret by email.

9. Help: For programming, process, or eligibility inquiries, email grants@wophil.org. For technical questions or problems, email support@wophil.org or text 781-480-3214. Include a clear description of issue, name of orchestra, phone number, and appropriate time to call. All inquiries will receive a reply in one business day.

The Application Form
All fields with an (*) asterisk must be completed in order to be considered final. Fields marked with a (+) plus sign are required only if a second composition is included as part of this application.

	First Name*
	 

	Last Name*
	 

	Orchestra Name*
	

	Name on Check
	How should the check be made out? Leave blank if this is the same as the orchestral name)

	Address*
	 Where should we mail the check in the event that your ensemble is awarded a grant?

	City*
	 

	State*
	 

	Country*
	 

	Zip Code*
	 

	Email*
	 

	Phone*
	 


About the Orchestra

Please provide details about the orchestra that will be performing. (Fields with asterisk are required)

	Website*
	 

	Music Director-Conductor*
	 

	Type Orchestra*
	


	
	
	

	Affiliation
	
	(If youth orchestra or applicable) 

	Audience Size*
	
	Approximate average of last three concerts 


Recordings

All applications must include a recording of the applying orchestra/ensemble either as a link to a recording (YouTube, SoundCloud, etc.). These links can be non-searchable links, viewable only by those with a link. Instructions for creating a non-searchable file/link are available for SoundCloud and YouTube. 

	Recording Description*
	At least one link or file is required. Please describe what you are providing and its context here. 
	

	Recording File*
	
	

	Link to Recording*
	
	

	2nd Link to recording
	
	


Composition (I)

It is strongly suggested but not required to program two works by women. Also. we prefer that one of the two works be by a historic woman (born before 1950). Please provide details about the first composition in the following fields.

	Composer (I)*
	

	Composition Title (I)*
	

	Length of Work (I)*
	

	Significance (I)*
	

	
	Tell us about the significance of the work you have chosen. Why is this piece important? Why have you chosen it? If you are commissioning a new work, you may say something about what the composer has in mind. Suggested length 200-600 words.

	Proposed Date/s*
	 

	
	It is understood that the date may not be final.

	Publicity (I)*
	

	
	Describe your ideas for outreach and education and audience engagement. How will you connect to listeners and the wider community?

	Publicity Files (I)
	 

	
	Additional publicity files are optional.

	Publicity Files (I)
	

	Publicity Files (I)
	

	Program Sample (I)
	

	
	Sample program from previous/similar program (optional) 


Composition (I) - Budget

Budget estimate for First Composition

	Rental Fees (I)
	

	Copyright Fees (I)
	

	Extra Personnel (I)
	

	Extra Administrative (I)
	

	Other (I)
	

	Total Expenses (I)*
	

	Budget File (I)
	To supplement the above. 


Composition (II)

Please provide programming details for the second composition (suggested but not required). Note, we recommend at least one of the compositions be of a composer born before 1950. Though a second composition is not required, if one is included, all relevant fields describing this composition, publicity, and budget are required.

	Composer (II)
	

	Composition Title (II)+
	

	Length (II)+
	

	Significance (II)+
	

	
	Tell us about the significance of the work you have chosen. Why is this piece important? Why have you chosen it? If you are commissioning a new work, you may say something about what the composer has in mind. Suggested length 200-600 words.

	Proposed Date/s+
	It is understood that the date/s may not be final. 

	Publicity (II)+
	

	
	Describe your ideas for outreach and education and audience engagement. How will you connect to listeners and the wider community?

	Publicity Files (II)
	 

	
	Additional publicity information (optional)

	Publicity Files (II)
	

	Publicity Files (II)
	

	Program Sample (II)
	Sample program for past or similar concerts (optional) 


Composition (II) - Budget

Budget estimate for Second Composition

	Rental Fees (II)
	

	Copyright Fees (II)
	

	Extra Personnel (II)
	

	Extra Administrative (II)
	

	Other (II)
	

	Total Expenses (II)+
	

	Budget File (II)
	To supplement the above. 


Final Submission

Please note in order to be considered final, all fields with asterisk and + if relevant must be completed as requested. One business day following a "Final" save, you will receive an email affirming completion status. Please ensure that your application contains all the information that best represents your performance intentions. 

	Commitment to Women and Future Programming
	

	
	Does your ensemble have any other works by women in mind for future programming?  Please spell out your commitment to including music by women composers. Where applicable, mention past programming of works by women. (400 words or less) 

	Final Submission
	            All fields with asterisk are completed. I agree to the performance requirements. 

	Mailing List
	
	Please add me to the Women's Phil Mailing List to receive updates.

	Save Your Changes
	Information is saved each time “Save” is clicked.




x





x








